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HARMONY DAY 
Statement 

HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan) [5.28 pm]: Sorry; the glasses have to come off before the mask comes 
off these days. 
Unfortunately, I did not have the opportunity to participate in the debate on the motion Hon Martin Pritchard moved 
yesterday to acknowledge Harmony Day, so I want to make a few comments and reference a couple of fantastic 
organisations in my electorate of South Metropolitan Region. 
During my time in Parliament, one of the things I have thought has been missing in my region is appropriate services 
and resources for migrants. There were services in Fremantle a long time ago but they were perhaps not up to the 
level required by migrants and refugees currently coming to our state. For a number of years, I have been talking 
to organisations and councils about the opportunity to establish a facility in the electorate. Fortunately, about 
two years ago, the then CEO of the City of Canning, Arthur Kyron, listened. He picked up the idea and took it to 
the council. The council purchased a property in Hill View Place, in Bentley. He then sought additional funds from 
the City of Canning and other places and they have expanded and updated the building. 
On 25 February this year, the facility was opened. It is called the Hillview Intercultural Community Centre, which 
is a bit of a mouthful. It is a fantastic facility and it has been funded by the council. It cost about $6 million to get 
up. They have revamped this building and upgraded the street. They have redesigned and redeveloped the little park 
across the road, which is fantastic. I used to drop my kids off to after-school care there, although that does not exist 
now. The whole area has been beautifully upgraded. There has also been money from the federal government to 
upgrade the road and from the state government, via Hannah Beazley, the member for Victoria Park, who was able 
to get a state government contribution of $285 000 to install a communal kitchen, some furniture and audiovisual 
and IT equipment. The RAC and Lotterywest also made commitments. 
There are meeting rooms, computer training rooms, a significant hall and communal kitchens where community 
groups can come in and cook up a feast for their various events. There is the capacity for dance classes and language 
classes. There is an anchor tenant to provide advice and support to migrants and refugees throughout that area, and 
I think that is a significant change. 
It is the only place of its kind in the south metropolitan region, so I wanted to acknowledge the work that Arthur Kyron 
did and thank Mayor Patrick Hall for pushing it through. Two of the senior staff there have been integral to this 
change and the community engagement that they have conducted over the last six to 12 months to get feedback and 
ideas from the community. I think there were about 76 programs ready to roll out in this facility before they even 
opened the doors, so Sarah McQuade and Sarah Janali from the council certainly deserve to be acknowledged for 
this great resource. 
Initially I would have liked it to be a facility just for women, but it is now for everyone, and that is great. It means 
that those people who traditionally would have had to catch a bus or driven up to Mirrabooka no longer have to do 
that. If they live in the south metropolitan region, they can go to Bentley and access this facility seven days a week. 
There is also a children’s library on the ground floor. Over an extended time, it will provide an exceptionally great 
service to the south metropolitan region and I acknowledge the contribution that the City of Canning has made. It 
is leading the pack in my region in respect of how it addresses these issues for its ever-growing communities and 
provides that level of support. 
Given that it is Harmony Week, I also acknowledge William Langford Community House. Both Hon Pierre Yang 
and I are members of the board. William Langford Community House has been around for more than 20 years and 
provides a very wide range of services to both migrants and refugees who live in the area. The services range from 
computer services, languages, arts and crafts, cooking, and support services. Maria Cavill and her staff and volunteers 
do a cracking job. Even with the complications of COVID, they have continued to deliver a wide range of programs 
and are tackling the challenges of doing online work. 
These are two exceptionally good organisations in the south metropolitan region delivering on a daily basis for 
people from a wide range of ethnic communities. Those are the types organisations that we should acknowledge and 
celebrate for the work they do to provide that support. 
Harmony Week, of course, is a time when we celebrate the diversity in our state and acknowledge the strength it 
gives us as a community. Sadly, there is always a flip side, and I want to say that even this week there was a report 
from Diversity Council Australia that referenced the incidence of racism at work and talked about how about nine 
in every 10 Australians have experienced some form of racism at work. This is a conversation we need to have as 
a broader community. It is good to celebrate our diversity, but we cannot ignore the fact that there are still problems. 
I know that Rio Tinto also acknowledged in a recent report that it has significant issues of racism in its workplaces 
and is seeking to address that. We had a great debate yesterday, but I hope that perhaps some time in the future 
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we might have debates about what we can do to reduce these levels of racism that sadly still exist in pockets of 
our community. 
I will give members an example of a recent experience that I had to deal with. During the election last year, I was 
fortunate enough to work very closely with my good friend Dr Jags Krishnan and help him become the member 
for Riverton. As members know, Dr Jags is from India. He is a fantastic guy. Since he has been here, he has raised 
a lovely family and grown his business. He has contributed to his community and will continue to do so. Particularly 
on the pre-poll, which went for three weeks, as members all recall, almost on a daily basis — 
Hon Sue Ellery: On a daily basis. 
Hon KATE DOUST: On a daily basis—thank you, Leader of the House—Dr Jags was abused. He had people come 
up to him and say, “We don’t want you here; you’re Indian; go back to where you come from; you’re not up for 
this.” Some of it was absolutely vile stuff. 
Hon Sue Ellery: It was one of the most disgraceful things I have seen in more than 20 years of campaigning. 
Hon KATE DOUST: Thank you, leader; I agree with you. 

Hon Alannah MacTiernan: He won the election and he proved them all wrong! 
Hon KATE DOUST: That is right. It got to the point at which I think he was in shock, because he had never had 
to deal with this in his line of work, his community or his temple, and a couple of times I had to actually pull him 
away when people got right in his face to have a go at him. I told him to walk away. It was so distressing for him. 
It reminded me that, sadly, we still have people in our community who cannot see beyond colour or language and 
have to have a go. They forget that other than our Indigenous friends in our state, we are all the children of migrants 
or refugees, and we should all acknowledge that we come from a wide range of diverse backgrounds and have no 
right to be critical of or attack anyone else because of where they come from. 
I think it would be helpful at some point for us to have an open debate about these things. I know that another good 
friend of ours on the Labor team, Sam Lim, is running for the seat of Tangney. He is an outstanding candidate. 
Sam is of Malaysian Chinese heritage, and I genuinely hope that he does not have to deal with the same vile attacks 
in the same sort of areas as he strives to hopefully become the member for Tangney come the election. 
I have only one more minute. I want to acknowledge the work that the Parliamentary Friends of Refugees has done 
in both the last term and this term. A number of members—Hon Dr Brad Pettitt, Hon Ayor Makur Chuot, the member 
for Victoria Park and myself—have come together again during this term to work with the refugee community and 
to provide support and assistance to them. I encourage members to get involved. I know there are issues around 
visas. I met with about 16 Afghan refugees not long after the fall of Kabul. To listen to their stories about their 
concerns and fear about what was happening to their wives and children was mortifying. They still cannot get their 
visas resolved, they cannot get permanency and they cannot bring their families out. One man said, “What do I do? 
My wife has been injured. Do I get myself deported to go home to Kabul and look after them?” That sort of choice—
a choice between someone maybe not seeing their family again, or going home even though they may not live—
is a tough choice that none of us has ever had to make. There is a lot of work that we, as state members, can do to 
provide support to that community or put pressure on the federal government to relieve those problems and provide 
additional support. 
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